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Neighborhood Water Watch Goals:
 Provide citizen groups with tools 

and training to protect  local 
waterways and increase public 
awareness of water quality issues

 Provide data

 Identify polluted streams and 
eliminate pollution coming from 
cracked and overflowing sewers, 
failing septic systems and urban 
runoff in streams



A UCR Program
 Started in Jan 2010
 Partners include:

 Civic Associations
 Home Owners 

Associations
 Local Watershed 

Groups
 Schools
 Individuals



who, what, and why…



Specifics: What’s Monitored

 Water samples from 
local streams that flow 
through neighborhoods, 
parks, and schools

 UCR tests total coliform, 
E. coli, turbidity, and 
optical brighteners



Equipment
 Idexx Colilert System

 Funded through two local foundation grants in late 
2009.



Specifics: Why Monitor

 Presence of fecal coliform 
bacteria indicates fecal 
contamination by warm-
blooded animals

 High bacteria levels can 
indicate sewage 
contamination in surface 
water



E. Coli as an Indicator
 E. coli and Optical 

Brighteners
 Turner Designs 

Aquafluor Fluorometer  



Specifics: What’s Monitored



Specifics: Who’s Monitoring

 Local volunteers collect 
weekly

 UCR Technical Programs 
Director and trained UCR 
interns process and analyze 
samples



Specifics: How it’s Monitored

 Trained volunteers lower Whirlpak bags from 
pedestrian friendly bridges using a PVC collection 
device and line and place on ice.  Samples to our 
Atlanta office within 6 hours of collection.

 UCR’s lab utilizes a EPA approved IDEXX total 
coliform and E. coli testing and quantifying system.

 Staff and interns analyze, log, and upload the data.



Specifics: How it’s Monitored



Specifics: Where Data Goes

 Data uploaded to UCR’s 
interactive map and Adopt-a-
Stream database.

 Continually high readings are 
reported to the local municipality 
and EPD.

 Sites with high readings receive 
additional monitoring upstream 
and UCR works with local 
governments to track sources.



Source Tracking



the how-to



Implementation

 Promotion through website 
and mailers

 E-mails and word-of-mouth

 Poster boards, power-points, 
sampling demonstrations and 
discussions at events or 
potential sampling sites 



Implementation: How it Sustains

 Individuals and groups want to get involved in 
protecting their local resources and are willing to 
donate time

 UCR manages the program and links citizens, non-
profits, and government agencies, supplying quality 
data 



Implementation: How it’s Funded

 Grants 

 Contributions
 $300/year pays for supplies
 Grants can cover costs in 

underprivileged areas



Implementation: How it Grows

 Education, outreach, media, and visibility aide 
expansion

 Word of mouth between communities increases 
involvement in the NWW program

 Motivation is derived from a desire to improve Atlanta, 
ease of participation and satisfaction of results



In Summary

 More data available
 Cleaner water
 More educated and 

involved citizens 
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